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OUR MISSION  

The Flagship Niagara League is a 501(c)3 non-profit educational associate organization of the Penn-

sylvania Historical and Museum Commission chartered to facilitate citizen participation and opera-

tion of the U.S. Brig Niagara and its homeport, Erie Maritime Museum. 

The Erie Maritime Museum and the U.S. Brig Niagara educate the public regarding the region's 

maritime heritage, The War of 1812 in Lake Erie including the building of Oliver Hazard Perry's 

fleet, and the experience of the U.S. Brig Niagara under sail. The Erie Maritime Museum and the 

U.S. Brig Niagara are administered by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission and 

are actively supported by the Flagship Niagara League. 

STAFF 

Exhibits, Research, & Curatorial | Linda Bolla 
PHMC Educator | Sarah Brown 
Tall Ships 2019 Admin | Hope Collins  
Captain U.S. Brig Niagara | Christopher Cusson 
Erie Maritime Museum Clerk Typist 3 | Natalie Dietzler 
Museum Store Manager | Jesse Gehrlein 
Captain Lettie G. Howard | David Goldman 
Operations Manager | Sydnee Groenendaal  
Marine Operations Coordinator | Brent Hanley 
Day Sail Coordinator and Digital Media Manager | Emily 
Hoffman   
Museum Educator | Charles Johnson 
Director of Sail Training | Joseph Lengieza 
Assistant Director of Sail Training | Marcus Masternak 
Senior Captain U.S. Brig Niagara 
& PHMC Site Administrator | Walter Rybka 
Executive Director / Fleet Captain | William Sabatini 
Chief Mate U.S. Brig Niagara | Katelinn Shaw 
Director of Development | Jennifer Snopko 
Senior Project Manager / Lead Shipwright | Adam Stanisz 
Museum Volunteer Coordinator | Ed Tonkin 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

President | Ross Aresco 

Vice President | Ann Halupczynski 

Treasurer | James Scheider  

Secretary | Pat Federici 

Solicitor | Art Martinucci 

Gary Johnson 

Sara Kim 

Steve Konzel 

Elizabeth Lincoln 

Michael Martin 

Deborah Masi 

Rebecca McCormick 

Scott Nick 

Dr. Stephen Pett 

John Schulze 

Dr. William Vorsheck, III 

A B O U T   U S 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & FLEET 

CAPTAIN  

WILLIAM SABATINI 

Dear Erie, donors, and supporters of the league,  

 

I began at this organization fourteen years ago in 2005, and have been sailing 

longer than some of our trainees have been alive. This is a new position for me, 

however I am well versed in this organization and am excited to bring my ideas 

and vision to the Flagship Niagara League and Erie.  

 

As the Captain of Niagara, I’ve been setting higher goals and standards each year, and I plan to do 

the same as Executive Director. In 2018, we made a huge leap in bringing a second ship to the 

League in a programmatic collaboration with South Street Seaport Museum. The Fredonia schooner 

Lettie G. Howard made her appearance in Erie this summer, hosted a number of passengers and 

campers, and continues her programming even now as she makes her voyage back to Erie for her 

second season here at the Erie Maritime Museum.  

 

Both ships made a huge impact on the students of Erie County. Niagara hosted 8th grade Erie Coun-

ty students on school sails, and this fall, Lettie hosted the 5th graders. Since students can’t get on the 

brig until they’re twelve, Lettie helped give younger kids a chance to get on the water, and a more 

rounded experience to all of the students within Erie, which most cities can’t say. We now have two 

tall ships readily accessible to them, and we’re giving them that access when they’re as young as ten. 

The 5th graders were also able to witness Niagara’s carronade going off, which always warranted an 

excited and enthusiastic response from the students on Lettie.  

 

Each tier in the Flagship Niagara League has people who help facilitate each piece of the League, be 

it the ships with the crew, volunteers, and students, all of the knowledge and craftsmanship in the 

wood shop, the experience of our educators, the office staff, the board, and a host of others. There’s 

not one person that isn’t contributing to our cause. The Flagship Niagara League and its ships stand 

on a sturdy foundation of hard workers who care about Niagara, Lettie, their missions, and the city 

of Erie as a whole. Tall Ships Erie 2019 is coming later this year, and it exemplifies all of that hard 

work. As the largest fundraiser in Erie, we strive to make it a community event for everyone, and we 

are excited to bring fifteen ships and two giant ducks to our city’s bayfront.  

 

I am excited for this year, and I am proud of what we accomplished in 2018. The Flagship Niagara 

League, the U.S. Brig Niagara, and the Lettie G. Howard wouldn’t exist without the continued sup-

port from Erie and beyond, and we’re bringing you another summer full of sailing.  
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2018 EVENTS  

Friends and Family Day 
July 4, 2018 

8th Annual Mariner’s Ball  
June 2, 2018 

Arrival of Lettie G. Howard  
June 3, 2018 

Mariner’s Ball is the biggest fundraiser the league 

hosts each year. This black tie event includes a live 

band, a dance floor, multiple open bars, auctions, 

and a fireworks show to close out the evening.  

Each year on the Fourth of July, the Erie Maritime Museum opens 

its doors to the public, where visitors can come see the Niagara 

and the museum free of charge. Additionally, Lettie took a num-

ber of day sail passengers out for day sails. 

Exactly one month after leaving the South Street 

Seaport Musuem, Lettie G. Howard and her 

crew made it out of the Welland Canal and into 

Lake Erie in the early morning hours of June 

3rd.  Upon arriving at the Presque Isle Light-

house, they were greeted by small boats driven 

by Niagara shipmates, and escorted into the slip 

of the Erie Maritime Museum.  
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2018 EVENTS  

Christmas Tree Ship  
December 8, 2018 

7th Annual FNL Open  
July 16, 2018 

Halloween Spooktacular  
October 20, 2018 

Boos on the Brig  
October 27, 2018 

Every December, the crew puts a tree 

on top of the Niagara and invites  

everyone down to the museum,   

where Santa and his reindeer visit! 

The crew worked diligently the week 

before to put the lights and a tree on 

the brig, and there was a countdown 

to  light-up time on the night of the 

event.   

Visitors of all ages came down to see the Niagara transformed 

into a haunted ghost tour, as well as trick or treat through the 

Erie Maritime Museum.  

This 21+ event featured spooky drinks served on the Niagara, 

such as Vampire’s Kiss, the Green Goblin, and the Grave Digger. 

There was live music featured, as well as food trucks and a    

costume contest.   

The Flagship Niagara League’s annual golf tournament took 

place at Lakeview Country Club, where participants could un-

derwrite for different levels of sponsorship. This event, spon-

sored by Erie Federal Credit Union, helps Niagara to keep 

operating, and included steaks, drinks, and fun had by all.  
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William Sabatini 
Executive Director / Fleet Captain  
Captain William Sabatini grew up in southeastern Massachusetts, on Cape Cod, 
and so has been around water his entire life.  He began sailing tall ships in New-
port, RI, before attending Tabor Academy, an academically rigorous high school 
in Marion, MA.  While at Tabor, Billy sailed for four years on the Schooner Tabor 
Boy; he also crewed on various other schooners during his summer breaks.  In 
the latter half of his senior year, he restored a 1939 Alden Coastwise Cruiser, Lu-
au, which he sailed throughout New England after graduation.  The following 

year, he sailed Luau to Maine Maritime Academy, where he spent the next four years earning a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Small Vessel Operations, with a concentration in Sail Training.  While at 
Maine Maritime, Billy worked his way up to the position of Chief Mate of the Academy’s schooner 
Bowdoin, where he designed and implemented Bowdoin’s student run sail training program.  During 
his college career, he also assisted in the development of a supplemental seamanship program, appli-
cable to both traditional and modern vessels, for students in all majors at the Academy. 

Billy began his time with the US Brig Niagara in 2005, as 3rd Mate, advancing to Chief Mate in 2008 
and Captain in 2014.  During the winter months, he has served as Mate or Captain on a number of 
tall ships on every coast of the United States.  Over the last two decades, he has sailed the East coast 
from Nova Scotia to Venezuela, the West Coast from Alaska to Mexico, and the entire Great Lakes 
system, as well as crossing the Atlantic twice. 

As Billy enters his fifteenth season with Niagara, he has transitioned to the role of Executive Direc-
tor and Fleet Captain with the Flagship Niagara League. He is very much looking forward to the op-
portunity to bring his passion for sailing and sail training to this new leadership role. 

Billy lives in Erie, PA with his wife Megan, an elementary art teacher at Grandview Elementary 
School, their dogs Bruin and Queen Charlotte, and their cats Commodore and Dory. 

Sydnee Groenendaal 
Operations Manager; Vice Chair Tall Ships Erie 2019  
Erie native Sydnee Groenendaal began her career on Niagara as a volunteer back 
in 2005. She went on to work through the ranks onboard, eventually becoming a 
mate on Niagara in 2014 as well as Relief Mate on Lettie G. Howard in 2018. Addi-
tionally in 2018, she became the Operations Manager for the Flagship Niagara 
League, as well as the Vice Chair for Tall Ships Erie 2019.  
 

 
Denzel Keith 
Accountant & Captain’s Clerk  
Denzel Keith graduated from Cathedral Prepatory School in Erie before attending 
Gannon University, where he received his BA in accounting with a marketing mi-
nor. He worked at Felix and Gloeckler for two years before joining the FNL. Denzel 
is currently pursuing his CPA.  

NEW FACES IN THE LEAGUE 
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Christopher Cusson 
Captain, U.S. Brig Niagara 
Captain Christopher Cusson is a graduate of Maine Maritime Academy, the Univer-
sity of Connecticut and is an Alumni of the Williams Mystic Maritime Studies Pro-
gram. Captain Christopher Cusson grew up along the coasts of New England and 
Newfoundland. His father served in the United States Navy and because of this, he 
grew up by the sea which guided him to a career as a professional mariner. After 
high school, Captain Cusson enlisted in the United States Coast Guard and served 4 
years in Homer, Alaska. After his enlistment ended, he enrolled in Maine Maritime 

Academy in Castine, Maine, where Captain Cusson discovered his love of traditional sailing vessels 
and sail training when he sailed aboard the Arctic Schooner Bowdoin as a trainee to the southern 
shore of Newfoundland. This experience, and his time at MMA, led him on his course to specialize in 
Traditional Sail and Sail Training as a maritime profession. It was also at MMA where Captain 
Cusson first sailed with Captain Sabatini, the FNL Executive Director and Fleet Captain, as a class-
mate. 
 
After his time at Maine Maritime Academy, Captain Cusson pursued experience on Tall Ships on 
both coasts of the United States until his path led him to Erie in the spring of 2008 as 3rd Mate on 
the Niagara. It is here in Erie, sailing on the Niagara for the better part of the last 10 years that Cap-
tain Cusson has honed his craft as a Mariner and Sail Trainer. Sailing in many different roles on the 
Niagara has allowed him to understand the vessel in many different capacities. 
 
In the winter of 2018, Captain Cusson took a 3 month leave from Niagara to serve as Master of the 
brig Lady Washington, sailing along the coast of California. Captain Cusson managed the Lady 
Washington during her educational programs and voyages from Southern California to San Francis-
co Bay. This past sailing season, Captain Cusson had the opportunity to be Relief Captain of the 
Schooner Lettie G Howard, sailing on Presque Isle Bay for public day sails and to various ports on 
Lake Erie for summer festivals. 
 
Captain Cusson would like to express that, “it is an honor to be a care taker of such a unique mari-
time treasure and to continue to live in my adopted home of Erie.” 

 
Emily Hoffman 
Day Sail Coordinator & Digital Media Manager  
Emily Hoffman came to Niagara as a trainee in 2013 after serving as a public de-
fense investigator in Washington, D.C. and Boston. She stayed through the winter 
of 2013, and became an Ordinary Seafarer in 2014, as well as the ship’s purser. 
Emily maintained this position for two seasons, and then spent the winter of 2015-
2016 dog sledding in Vermont. During the 2016 season, she was the ship’s Marine 
Operations Coordinator, and in 2017 sailed again as the ship’s purser / OS. In 2018 
she became the Day Sail Coordinator and Digital Media Manager. Emily originally 

hails from Pittsburgh, PA and holds a BS in Criminal Justice from Northeastern University. 
 

NEW FACES IN THE LEAGUE 
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Hello Erie,  
 
I’ve been sailing with the Flagship Niagara League for about a decade now. I 
began as Captain of Niagara in 2015 after serving as an AB, mate, and Chief 
Mate. 2018 was an exciting and successful season, with three new programs of-
fered and an enthusiastic crew to help carry out the programs.  
 
In 2018, we hosted our first rigging practicum, wherein students of all ages 
from around the country came to the Erie Maritime Museum to help the crew 
and volunteers uprig the ship for the coming sailing season. They experienced 
firsthand the challenges of working outside during Erie’s frigid spring months, 
and the reward of finally casting off the dock lines to go sailing on a ship they 

helped put together. They also experienced the drills and preparation that comes with each year’s 
Coast Guard Inspection.  
 
The Waves of the Past, Leaders for the Future is a program in conjunction with Mercyhurst Universi-
ty, and was the second year the program came aboard. We brought this program back because it 
helped us connect with college students from the Erie area, and helped them get to know the bayfront 
and Erie’s maritime history in an immersive setting. This voyage included a stop at the Western end 
of the lake at the Great Lakes National Maritime Museum in Toledo, Ohio. It was also the catalyst for 
the AIM program on Lettie G. Howard this past January from Miami to St. Petersburg.  
 
We also introduced the first Girl Scout program, meaning that all of our trainees were girls, and we 
purposefully primarily had female professional crew onboard for the duration of their two weeks. The 
crew believes this was the most successful program on Niagara to date, and the students similarly had 
a rewarding experience with their time onboard, especially with the festival we attended in Sandusky, 
Ohio during this program.  
 
Discovery Bound was the third new program to come aboard. This was a Christian Science program 
for high school students, and one of the first faith-centered programs on Niagara. The students 
learned from the ship, as well as from each other. The crew also learned different things from these 
trainees than our usual group of students.  
 

Along with these programs, we also hosted the Environmental Science Field School program onboard 
for the 8th year. These students came from Niagara University, Lock Haven University, as well as oth-
ers to sample the Eastern and Western basins of Lake Erie. They also studied sinkholes, ecology, and 
got to participate in one of my favorite festivals, Port Colbourne’s Canal Days.  
 
Niagara sailed over 3,000 miles in 2018, and held over 100 sail training students, over 1,000 day sail 
students, and over 700 8th graders from Erie County on school sails in the fall. I’m looking forward to 
another summer of sailing and sail training in Erie.  
 

 

Captain David Goldman  

FROM CAPTAIN GOLDMAN 

U.S. BRIG NIAGARA  

2018 SEASON 
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U.S. BRIG NIAGARA  

2018 SEASON 

     April 1 – May 15: Rigging Practicum 
This apprentice-level program for professionals and aspiring profession-
als in the traditional sailing vessel field was the first of three new pro-
grams in 2018. Students helped up-rig Niagara while learning and prac-
ticing traditional marlinspike seamanship skills, as well as participated 
in pre-season training sails. 
 

May 16 – June 5: Waves of the Past, Leaders 
for the Future 
This award-winning college-level program focused on the fundamentals 
of square-rig seamanship and comparative public history in partnership 
with Mercyhurst University’s history department. The program began and ended in Erie, PA, and in-
cluded sailing voyages to the major maritime museums and monuments of Lake Erie. In 2019, this 
program was given the Institutional Award of Merit from PA Museums at the Annual Statewide Mu-
seum Conference.  
 

June 6 – 19: Exploring the Great Lakes, First Session 
This program was designed for students age 14 to 18, also began and ended in Erie, PA, and included 
a voyage to Put-In-Bay, OH for the island’s maritime festival. The curriculum focused on the funda-
mentals of square-rig seamanship and developing the skills and personal qualities to meet the chal-
lenges of life onboard a ship. 
 

June 21 to July 5 – Discovery Bound 
The second of the three new programs offered in 2018, the Discovery Bound Program hosted a group 
of Christian Science students from all over the United States and the world. The ship explored Lake 
Erie and its various monuments.  
 

July 11 – 25: Girl Scouts Program 
Offered in partnership with the Girl Scouts of Northeast Ohio, this was the third of three new pro-
grams offered in 2018. The majority of the crew were women, and the scouts earned the water badge 
for their participation in the program.  
 

July 27 – August 10: College Environmental Science Field School 
Our eighth Environmental Science Field School was a multi-disciplinary experience incorporating 
marine sciences, underwater archaeology, and square-rig seaman-
ship. In past years, the science program has contributed leading-
edge research on micro-bead pollution in the Great Lakes.  

 

August 10 – 26: Exploring the Great Lakes,  
Second Session 
This program was designed for students age 14 to 18. The curricu-
lum focused on the fundamentals of square-rig seamanship and de-
veloping the skills and personal qualities to meet the challenges of 
life onboard a ship. 
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INTRODUCING 1893 FREDONIA SCHOONER 

LETTIE G. HOWARD  

History & Background 

Lettie G. Howard is one of the few surviving schooners built for commercial fishing in the 

United States. A schooner is a vessel fore and aft rigged, with at least two masts, where the main 

mast is taller than the foremast. This rig originated in America, and was subsequently adopted in 

England and much of Europe.  Schooners were built for many purposes, carrying cargo, pilots, law 

enforcement, naval use, and fishing. A designated National Historic Landmark, the Lettie G. How-

ard was a smaller schooner than most Grand Banks vessels.  Most of her trips would be to George’s 

Bank off Cape Cod, out of Gloucester or Boston. After an active life in the fisheries of the Atlantic 

and Gulf Coasts, Lettie arrived at South Street Seaport Museum in New York in 1968. In 1994, after 

an extensive two-year rebuild that restored her to her original appearance, she was certified as a 

Sailing School Vessel by the U.S. Coast Guard and began a new career carrying students of all ages 

on life-changing voyages.  
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In 2018, a programmatic collaboration began be-

tween the Flagship Niagara League and the South 

Street Seaport Museum, wherein the League would op-

erate Lettie from Erie in the summers and down the 

Atlantic coast in the winters. Crew from the Flagship 

Niagara League spent the month of April uprigging the 

schooner in her homeport at the Seaport Museum be-

fore departing from New York on May 3rd. After trav-

elling north and stopping in Gloucester, MA, Lunen-

burg, NS, Gaspé, NS, and finally passing Prince Ed-

ward Island, she turned south into the St. Lawrence Sea-

way. Lettie passed through the eight locks of the Welland 

Canal and triumphantly arrived at the Erie Maritime Museum on the evening of June 3rd.  

The next week began a summer filled with day sails, Tall Ships Summer Camp, and port stops in 

Ashtabula, OH, Sandusky, OH, and joined the Niagara in Port Colbourne, ON for Canal Days. The 

schooner hosted over 5,000 passengers and 84 camp-

ers over the summer months, and nearly 400 Erie City 

5th graders on school sails in the fall.  

Lettie departed from Dobbins Landing on the even-

ing of September 30th, heading once again for the At-

lantic Ocean by way of the Welland Canal and the St. 

Lawrence Seaway. She stopped at North End Shipyard 

in Rockland, ME for the month of November before 

continuing down the East Coast. Lettie reached Flori-

da just before the New Year, accumulating  2,520 nau-

tical miles on her journey south.  

 

INTRODUCING 1893 FREDONIA SCHOONER 

LETTIE G. HOWARD  

Mate Sydnee Groenendaal & deckhand Meghan Haviland teach-

ing campers about navigation.  

The last line is cast off for Lettie’s departure from Erie at 

Dobbin’s Landing.   

Lettie’s winter crew on Christmas Day 2018.  Shipyard in Rockland, Maine.  
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2018 was a frenetic year for the carpentry depart-

ment. We kept busy with major projects on Niagara, 

Lettie, our small boats, and in the museum itself. In 

the winter and early spring of 2018, we built an en-

tirely new fighting top for Niagara’s mainmast and 

replaced more than twenty feet of waterway timber 

on the port side. We made a new snow mast--the 50-

foot-tall mast that sits directly behind the mainmast 

and allows us to set the spanker--and complete re-

pairs to the fiddley combing, a complex structure that 

sits above the engine room and provides ventilation 

and protection for the equipment inside. 

We repaired the ship’s capstan, replaced almost a 

dozen short sections of deck planking, and reefed and 

re-caulked a number of seams, hoping to help the 

sailing crew stay a little drier below decks. As the day 

of the shakedown sail approached, we shaped and installed two new lodging knees that been re-

moved as part of the waterway timber project earlier in the winter. Getting the right stock for those 

particular pieces was a difficult and time-consuming process, but we finally found a piece of oak of 

the necessary quality and dimensions: when it arrived at the museum, it weighed more than two 

thousand pounds. 

As spring gave way to summer, we began preparing for the much-anticipated arrival of Lettie G. 

Howard. To make room for the new crew, we built an office space where the sail locker used to be, 

and constructed a new sail locker down in the rig shop. Once Lettie arrived in Erie, we undertook a 

series of modifications to make her ready for her busy day-sailing season: she got new stairs, deck 

boxes, life lines, mast wedges, and weatherboards, as well as a number of repairs to her aft cabin top. 

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE  
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Meanwhile, inside the woodshop, Cutter I underwent 

a transformation. Over the course of the summer and 

fall, we sanded, painted, installed sole boards, shaped 

and fitted inwales, cap rails, and thwart risers, and de-

signed bulkheads. We pored over boat building books 

during lunch breaks, determined to carve out enough 

time to keep working on our favorite project. 

In mid-fall, Lettie left for her long trip south, but before 

she headed to Florida she stopped in Maine for a 

maintenance period in North End shipyard. While she 

was there, she was hauled out of the water, got a fresh 

coat of bottom paint, and was inspected by the Coast 

Guard. We reefed and caulked below and above the wa-

terline on the hull and transom, as well as on deck, and 

undertook a host of other small repairs. 

In the midst of downrig, we demolished all of Niagara’s hammock rails and made several repairs to 

the cap rail in preparation for building and installing new hammock rails in the spring. In the late 

fall and into the winter, we replaced several covering boards around the starboard side hawse hole 

(where the anchor rode runs through the hull) and replaced another sixteen-foot section of water-

way timber, this time further aft on Niagara’s port side. And then, we headed back into the shop to 

keep working on Cutter I and to gear up for another year’s worth of repairs and maintenance in the 

upcoming 2019.    

-Alethea Gaarden, shipwright  

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE  

From left: Shipwright Alethea Gaarden, Senior Project Manager & Lead Shipwright Adam Stanisz,  
Shipwright Paul Kirby  
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ERIE MARITIME MUSEUM 

Funded in 2017 through Erie Community Foundation’s Steamship Niagara Fund, Erie Maritime 
Museum completed and premiered a hands-on display at Penn State Behrend’s Family STEM Night 
in February, 2018.  Using this series of simple machines, a student can both feel and measure the 
mechanical advantage gained with the addition of pulleys.  The Museum’s design elements are 
unique – students lift 12-pound cannon balls using a rig constructed with a maritime feel:  proper 
hand-made ship’s blocks and hempex lines secured to a rail of belaying pins. 

  
The exhibit was designed to be 
easily portable, constructed and 
rigged by Museum volunteer     
docents.  Lesson plans and an   
assembly/safety manual were 
drafted by Museum Intern Brett 
Eckstrom, a PSU Behrend History 
Major then in his junior year. 

EMM Intern Brett Eckstrom teaches a lesson in 
mechanical advantage. 

EMM STEM team proudly debuts their hands on 

exhibit (l to r, Ed Bolla, Brett Eckstrom, Rich Hall, 

missing from photo Chris Laird and Linda Bolla). 

Erie Maritime Museum once again hosted the National Water Dance biennial performance and 
event in April, 2018.  Led by Mercyhurst University’s Departments of Dance and Chemistry, a col-
laborative collective of performing and visual artists came together to celebrate our waters, as well 
as to focus attention on critical water issues facing the United States. 
  
The event was unique in its scope:  in addition to dance, the museum floor came to life with live 
jazz, sculpture, poetry and infographs created by Mercyhurst students along with a multitude of 
partners from the community, including Harborcreek Youth Services and the Neighborhood Art 
House.  Poetry and art remained on exhibit until May.  The event culminated with a mainstage per-
formance in the Hirt Auditorium. Plans are already 
underway for April, 2020! 

Photos by Ashlyn Duke 
Left to right: Emily Black, Caitlin Cummings, and 

Olivia Duke 

Display at Penn State Behrend’s Family STEM Night 

National Water Dance Biennial Performance 
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A Celebration of Life and Work on Our Waterways was the featured exhibit in Erie Maritime Muse-
um’s West Wing Gallery and Orientation Theater, August through October, 2018.  This two-gallery 
exhibit featured the work of noted American marine artist Daven Anderson and of artists from Erie’s 
own BLOOM Collaborative. 
  
The exhibit opened with a gallery talk by Daven Anderson.  Anderson’s work featured large format 

watercolors of people and work on America’s inland waterway system, including three paintings cre-

ated especially for and premiering in this show.  A U.S. Coast Guard artist and a graduate of the U.S. 

Naval Academy, Anderson is currently Managing Director of the American Society of Marine Artists 

and Executive Director of the Missouri Water-

color Society.  Creations from artists with the 

BLOOM Collaborative reflected on our local 

waters and maritime history, primarily in ce-

ramics. 

Daven Anderson’s watercolor, Heading Home  

Emmalee Agostini’s ceramic, Deep Lake Lurker 

Ron Strecker’s painting, Painted Turtle 

Daven Anderson’s A Celebration of Life and Work on Our Waterways 

ERIE MARITIME MUSEUM 
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

Karen Adams 

Phyllis Aiello 

Edward Akers & Carolyn Beck 

Amy Albrecht 

Thomas Alderton 

David A. Alexander 

Leslie Alexander 

David Aloiz 

Ed & Kathy Althof 

James & Carol Amann 

William & Carol Amick 

Dana & Karla Anderson 

James & Sharon Anderson 

Sandra Anderson 

Eric Anglikowski 

Ross & Michelle Aresco 

Daniel Aurandt 

Richard Bailey 

Jeanne Baker 

John Baker 

Ray Baker 

Jim & Mary Ann Baldauf 

Chris Baldwin 

Paul Balog & Jill Weigler 

Ann J. Baloga 

Michael J. Balsan 

Loretta R. Baran 

Bernadette Barclay 

Rose Marie Bargielski 

Elaine Barnard 

Stephen & Martha Barrett 

Richard & Barbara Barron 

E. David & Allyn Barth 

Mike Batchelor 

Mary Frances Baugh 

John & Carolyn Bauman 

Diane Baumgardner 

Katherine H. Beaver 

Warren & Christine Beaver 

Jaye Beebe 

Harry & Kay Beerman 

Douglas Beers 

James Bell & Mary Beth Cermak-Bell M.D. 

Dave & Sharon Bellotti 

Allan Belovarac 

Joseph & Lora Benacci 

Peter & Polly L. Bennett 

John & Karen Berry 

Lisa Ann Berry 

J. Boyd & Joan Bert 

Jeanette Bisbee 

Sarah Black 

Philip L. Blasco 

David & Mary Ann Bliley 

I N D I V I D U A L  
Douglas Bliley 

Mark Bliley & Shelley Miller 

Paul Bliss 

Tom J. Bloom 

Mark & Monica Bloomstine 

Tiffany Boals 

Susan Bokan 

Edward & Linda Bolla 

Chuck & Diana Bool 

David & Diana Boone 

Dennis Borczon & Mary Anne Albaugh 

Sylvia Bosner 

Donald Bower 

Peter & Catherine Braden 

Jack Braun 

Edward T. Brennan 

Craig & Lindsay Brewster 

Robert & Amanda Brown 

Wyatt Brown 

Mary Brugger 

Thomas & Linda Brunner 

Nicholas & Anush Bruno 

Marc Bryant & Carol Hymiak 

David & Mary Buchanan 

Mary Buckner 

Ralph & Martha Buckwalter 

Robert & Sheryl Burge 

Anthony & Kathi Burgett 

Peter & Mary Burkett 

Jeffrey Burton 

Karl & Sheryl Buschman 

Roy Busse 

Richard & Catharina Buys 

Deborah Cable 

OH Cabot 

Vivienne Cahoon 

Joseph Calabrese & Loretta Dickson 

David Caldwell & Kim Johnson 

Peter & Patricia Callan 

Ben & Mary Jo Cares 

Dennis & Nancy Carlson 

Thomas & Sheree Carlson 

William Carney & Sharon Davenport 

Tony & Stacey Cars 

Gary & Cheryl Carver 

Craig & Sandra Cashdollar 

Ron & Ginny Cashore 

Jonathan & Ellen Caulkins 

Pat Celline & Elizabeth Sul-Celline 

Barbara A. Chambers 

Robert W. Chambers 

Valerie Chandler 

Glynn Chase 

Michael Chesler 

Michael Chevalier 

Charles & Donna Christensen 

Mary Louise Chulak 

Ashley Church 

Mark & Teresa Chylinski 

Pat Claxton 

Paul & Connie Cline 

Lyman Cohen 

John & Tara Cole 

John & Diana Collins 

Gene & Anne Connell 

Mary Ellen Conrado 

William Conway & Janet Kiehlmeier 

Cristy Cook 

Mark Copas 

Donald & Betty Cornman 

Emily & Alex Cox 

Doug Currie 

George M. Currie 

Fritz & Michelee Curtze 

Don & Kristen Dailey 

Scott Daley 

Matt & Elizabeth Darling 

Michael & Rita Daub 

Mark & Barbara Davies 

John Patrick & Cynthia Dean 

Dale & Barbara Deist 

William Delehunt 

Patrick DeMarco 

Robert DeMonte & Tamara Sablan 

Michael & Patricia DeSantis 

Charles & Gail Detzel 

George & Mary Deutsch 

Dave & Patti Dexter 

Roger & Laura DeYoung 

Richard & Sally DiBacco 

Matthew Dinkel 

Chad & Anna DiNunzio 

Randall & Karen DiPalo 

Deborah DiPlacido 

Thomas Doll & Lene Currie 

John & Kathleen Dollerschell 
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

Kyle & Heather Donaldson 

Neil & Heather Donovan 

George & Carolyn Dudas 

Gary & Cathy Dudenhoefer 

Bill & Vicky Dunbar 

Michael E. Dunlavey 

Geoffrey Dunn & Ellen Dailey 

Roger & Margaret Dupre 

George & Kathryn Durst 

Virginia H. Eaton 

Thomas Edwards 

Jack & Emily Egley 

William Elliott & Ghislaine Fontaine 

Edythe Endean 

John & Yvonne Enders 

James & Janet Engleson 

Karen English 

George & Cynda Espy 

Chuck Evans 

Rachael Falk 

J Timothy & Laurie Faller 

David & Margaret Fancher 

Pat & Linda Federici 

Kathryn Felion 

Cassandra Ferra 

Rick & Leann Filip 

Robert Fischer 

George & Patricia Fish 

Leo & Jane Fitzgibbon 

John & Mary Flamini 

Lois E. Follstaedt & Ray Bickel 

Rebecca H. Forster 

Jeffrey Fortino & Tara Heade 

Colonel & Mrs. James Fournier 

Terri Freebourn 

Steve Frezza 

Aaron & Julianna Frisch 

Jay Fritzke & Elizabeth Slaby 

Marshall & Theresa Fryer 

Gae M. Fuller 

Hal and Mattie Fulle 

Bjorn & Elke Gabrielsson 

John Gallagher 

Louise Welter Garrelts 

John & Jayne Gaub 

Jesse & Kristen Gehrlein 

Amanda George 

Albert & Edwina Gesler 

Arindam & Amy Ghosh 

Gerald P. Giannamore 

Sarah Gibson & Chris Rauch 

John & Nancy Giebfried 

Jason & Anne Gilliland 

Bonnie Ginader 

 

Darren & Kara Gladney 

John & Ann Glaspell 

Dave & Sandi Glaspell 

David & Nancy Glod 

Theresa & Bo Gobeli 

Greg Godmaire 

Jack & Maxine Gold 

Yisaschar & Yittie Goldhirsh 

Judy Goldman 

Jeffrey A. Goldsmith 

Timothy & Kathy Goldsmith 

Karen A. Golubic 

Amy Goodpaster 

John & Kimberly Goray 

Kevin Gordon 

Lisa & Scott Gordon 

Diane & Frank Grabowski 

Brian & Linda Graff 

Brent L. Gravatt 

Jerry & Cheryl Gray 

Jack Greene 

Leslie Grey 

Bob & Toni Griffith 

Jack & Melissa Grimm 

Robert & Lynn Grindle 

Dennis & Marcia Groce 

Eric & Katie Grooms 

Carole Groters 

Edward Grotkowski 

Robert & Elizabeth Guelcher 

Steve Gula 

Matthew & Samantha Gyure 

Capt. Thomas B. Hagen 

Richard Hahn 

Edward & Nancy Hale 

Becky Hall 

Thomas & Diane Halmi 

Vinnie & Ann Halupczynski 

William Hamill & Leseen Aucker 

Gerald Hammer 

Gary & Eugenia Hann 

James Hardesty 

Roy & Mary Harsh 

Marie Hartigan 

Michael & Cynthia Hartley 

David & Trudy Harvey 

Marianne Heck 

Burton E. Heise 

Charles & Dorothy Heise 

Kara Heitzenrater 

Daniel & Jill Heitzer 

Mark William  Helwig & Deborah Nichols 

Tracy Hemwall 

Gregory  Henning 

 

Chad & Rhonda Henry 

Rick & Mary Hersey 

Robert T. Hewitt 

Jeremy & Rhonda Heyerly 

Georgia Heynes 

William & Martha Hilbert 

Rosemary Hill & Heather Wilson 

Thomas & Linda Hinaman 

Tom & Laurie Hitt 

David Hodas 

Carol Hoffman 

Mary Hoffman 

Robert & Maureen Hoffman 

Bill & Sharon Hoffmann 

Peg Ann Hofmann 

John Hollingsworth 

Michael & Darla Homan 

John & Mary Hotchkiss 

Robert C. Howden 

Brian & Kimberly Hutzelman 

Jim & Jane Hynes 

Jon & Denise Iellimo 

Elizabeth & Kurt Jackline 

Bill & Patty Jackson 

Paul Jackson & Michelle Pizzimenti 

Gil & Gail Jacobs 

Michael & Lisa Jacobs 

Andrea Jacoby 

Eric & Amy Jaglowski 

Jack Jamison 

Kristy Jamison 

Norma Jell 

Mary Louise Jesek Daley 

Toby Jewett 

Gary & Rebecca Johnson 

Matthew & Emily Jonas 

Marguerite Jones 

Mark R. Juskewycz 

John Kaminski 

Gerald & Susan Kanonczyk 

Paul Kasper 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Katen 

Peter & Stephanie Keahon 

Greg & Beth Keil 

David & Rebecca Kelley 

Robert & Corey Kemp 

Robert Kennedy 

Bruce & Bonnie Kern 

Charlene Kerr 

Mark & Jackie Kettunen 

Gregory & Jennifer Kilgas 

Gay Kilmer 

Jeff & Sara Kim 
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 
Jochen & Janice Kindling 

Casey King 

Richard & Judy Klaber 

Alexander Klebnikov 

John Kline 

David & Georgi Knight 

William & Christine Koehle 

Timothy & Mary Jane Koenig 

Sally C. Kohler 

Ben Konzel 

Steve & Molly Konzel 

Gerald Koos 

Paul J. Kopkowski 

Tom & Carol Korn 

Paul & Gwen Korvick 

Carl J. Kotheimer 

Howard & Janet Krack 

Kenneth R. Kraut 

Keith & Virginia Krise 

Daniel & Michele Kujawinski 

Tim & Kate Kunkle 

Alice Kurpiewski 

Peter & Amy Kuvshinikov 

Kathleen Kuzmin 

Daniel Lafaro & Nancy Russo 

Ernst & Jennifer Lamb 

Vicki & Chris Lampe 

Fred Langill 

Todd & Judy Langworthy 

John & Christina Lantz 

Brian Larson & Laurie Albright 

Gary & Sarah Larson 

Joan Lasher 

Dave & Kathy Lastowski 

James Laughlin 

Judy & Floyd Lawrence 

BJ & Barb Lechner 

Edward C. Lee 

Jerry & Rebecca Lee 

Kenneth & Donna Lengieza 

Greg Lessig 

Dan & Marianne Levstek 

William Lewis 

Kurt C. Lichtenfeld 

Richard Lipchik & Ruth Waidley 

Jonathan & Erica Loghry 

Mary Lord 

Robert Lowther, Jr. 

Tracy Lozowski 

Gregory & Helen Lucas 

Paul Lukach & Charles Scalise 

Wendell & Cathie Lyons 

Frank & Laureen Lyter 

Sean & Janene Madras 

 

Tom & Cindy Madura 

Jim Mahoney & Bridget Deasy 

Francis & Joan Mainzer 

Ronald & Debra Majewski 

Lisa Manendo 

Jim & Linda Mang 

Dolores Marsh 

David Martin 

Justin Martin & Jennifer Shope-Martin 

Larry & Janice Martin 

Michael Martin 

Arthur D. Martinucci 

Gary & Janice Marz 

Brett & Kim Mascia 

Robert & Deborah Masi 

Marcus & Kimberly Masternak 

Paul & Darlene Mattson 

Sally Mayer 

Charles & Kristine Maynard 

Bob & Pat Mazzavallo 

Philip & Sally McAfee 

Roseanna McClenachan 

Pierre & Kathryn McCormick 

Rebecca & Michael McCormick 

Terrence & Barb McCullough 

Eileen A. McLaughlin 

Paul & Susan McMahon 

Bonnie McNeely Rowe 

Sara Mead 

Fernando & Kim Melaragno 

Donald & Patti Melpolder 

Edward & Carol Mengel 

Karen Merlino 

John A. Mihaloew 

Bruce & Loretta Miller 

Carol & James Miller 

Elke Miller 

Harry Miller 

Richard & Lynne Miller 

Dr. Tom Miller 

William & Virginia Miller 

Cheryl L. Mitchell 

Patricia Mitchell 

Dale & Stacy Moffett 

Russell & Mary Jane Mollo 

Jeremy & Michelle Mong 

Thomas Mong & Patricia Meehan 

Marco & Betsy Monsalve 

Roger & Mary Moon 

John Moorhead 

Harry Morgan 

David & Roberta Morrison 

Gary Morrison 

Ken Morrison 

Keith & Julia Mueller 

Laird & Patricia Muir 

Douglas & Deborah Murphy 

Robert & Christine Musi 

Charles & Patti Myers 

Spencer Myers & Joanna Harlow 

Ernest & Marlene Nagle 

Jan  Nagle 

Laurence & Diane Nagle 

Sam & Barb Nardo 

Charlie & LeighAnne Naser 

Jonathan Nash & Wendy Whiting 

Robert Neumann 

Paul M. Newell 

Donald Niccoli 

William & Chris Nichols 

Scott Nick 

Matthew & Bridget Niemic 

Jon & Shelley Noel 

Lewis Nordin 

Henry & Lisa Norton 

H. Richard Obermanns 

Ronald Odroneic 

Wendy Ormond 

Brenda & Sarah Orsefskie 

Paul & Jackie Ostergaard 

Robert Ottman 

Thomas & Cindy Pallotta 

Ryan & Sarah Palm 

David Palotas & Allison Kaverman 

Ray Panee & Trina Greer 

Nancy Parsons Morgan 

Frank & Deborah Pascarella 

Larry & Jane Peganoff 

Timothy D. Pelkowski 

David Peltz 

Gerald & Karen Penna 

Betty Perkins 

Julie Perlick 

John & Nancy Perry 

Matthew Perry 

Paul Petroff 

Stephen & Lisa Pett 

Shirley Pfadt 

Charles & Marjorie Phillips 

William Phillips 

Patricia Pierce 

Terrence & Diane Pierce 

William Pithers 

Barbara Pollock 

Rebecca Pomeroy 

David Porter & Susan Collins 

Howard & Lois Powell 

Lois Perry Powell 
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

Lynne Poyer 

Rob & Jeannine Prindle 

Louise Pryor 

Jack & Ann Quinn 

Stephen T. Radack, III, D.M.D. 

Bruce Raimy 

J. Gary & Sue Raimy 

Dave & Darlene Ramsey 

Paul & Barbara Rankin 

John & Regina Ranney 

Carl & Judith Rapp 

Jennifer E. Rautine 

Kenneth Raymond 

Matthew Rea 

Marilyn Redenius 

Fred & Sally Reed 

Kirk & Rita Reese 

John & Barbara Reitinger 

Klaus & Elaine Retzlaff 

Craig Reynolds 

Gary & Barbara Rhoades 

Richard & Pamela Szczesny 

Glen Richey 

Vincent Ridikas 

David Riffle & Suzanne Brannagan 

James & Debra Rimmer 

Steven & Ellen Rine 

Frank & Denise Robison-Mullen 

Lisa Nagle Rockwell 

James & Candi Rodgers 

Jason & Jennifer Roeback 

Matthew & Belinda Rogers 

Nicholas Rogers & Dena Michael 

Bruce & Sandy Rosenthal 

Todd Rosenzweig & Shelly Horner 

Stanley D. Ross 

Michael & Patricia Russell 

Jim & Mary Rutkowski 

Leann & Dustin Ryder 

William & Megan Sabatini 

Joseph & Kathy Saber 

Dennis Sabot & Rita Williams 

Tony & Wanda Salvia 

John & Mary Kay Sanner 

Karol Satrum & Diana Prindle 

James & Kathy Scheider 

Kathleen Scheppner 

Robin Scheppner 

Charles & Rosalie Schlaufman 

Harold Schnabel 

Tristan Schollenberger 

John & Ariane Schroeder 

John Schulze 

Jerrold Scorpion 

Brian & Melani Scott 

Cheryl Scott 

Thad & Ann Scott 

Chad Sensor 

Brent & Janet Sesler 

James & Patricia Sexauer 

Jake & Jessica Shannon 

Randy L. Shapira 

Mark & Sharlene Shellito 

Tom & Jan Showler 

Timothy & Annalynn Shuttleworth 

Diane Sindelar 

Howard & Amanda Sissem 

Kent & Kathie Sivillo 

Jackie Slagle 

David & Janet Smith 

Edwin & Jennifer Smith 

Gary & Mary Beth Smith 

Larry & Pam Smith 

Russ & Carrie Sneed 

Matthew & Jennifer Snopko 

Ruth Speice 

Paul Stadler 

Joe & Martha Stahon 

Donald & Marjorie Stark 

Norman Stark 

Robert Steffan 

Bob & Sandy Stein 

Linda Stevenson 

Dale & Theresa Strain 

Robert & Nancy Strain 

Roy & Rosanna Strausbaugh 

Kyle & Lalaine Strayer 

James & Phoebe Strobel 

Kathleen Stroop 

Mary Ann Stuart-Templeton 

Mark & Susan Sullivan 

Jeff & Nicole Swanson 

Alice Swavey 

Dennis & Terry Sweny 

Julie Swiderski 

Donald & Anne Swift 

Robert Szklenski 

Larry & Katherine Szoszorek 

Joao & Delores Tavares 

Naomi Teperow 

Royce & Donna Terrell 

Carol Thomas 

James Tingley 

Thomas & Mary Todd 

Tom & Kristin Talarico 

Edward & Deborah Tonkin 

Tom & Ortrud Torti 

Janice Tower & April Frank 

 

Rod & Judy Troester 

Gilbert L Troutman 

David Uhlig 

Matthew Valenti 

Joseph & Maureen Varga 

Andrew Verras 

Dennis & Amelia Vidmar 

William Viele 

George & Paula Vilushis 

Thomas & Cindy Vinkler 

Salvatore Vitelli 

Kurt Voss & Lisa Gould 

Chris Wadley 

Lori Wagner & Brandon West 

James R. Walczak 

Heidi Waldinger 

Cortez Walker 

David & Connie Walker 

Philip Walker 

William Walker 

Tom & Nicolette Walsh 

Allan & Gloria Walzak 

Terry & Jan Warburton 

Jack & Kathy Watts 

Gregory & Ann Weidman 

Barbara Weinschenk 

Brad & Lisa Weisenbach 

William Welch 

Barry Weller 

Rita & Sam Weryha 

Monica Westfall 

Don Weyel, Jr 

David & Leila Whelan 

Steve & Cynthia Wieczorek 

Walter Wiggins 

Jeremy & Dawn Wildrick-Cole 

Paul & Joyce Williams 

Liz Wilson 

Shane Wohlrabe 

Anna F. Wolfe 

Scott & Gabrielle Woofter 

Donald & Gayle Wright 

J. Howard & Carol Wright 

Scott Wright & Carla Picardo 

Daniel & Alice Wuenschel 

Heather Yahn 

Mark & Verna Yandura 

Aundra S. Zack 

Jim & Debbie Zahler 

Nikolaos Zaphiris 

Robert & Jane Zawadzki 

Leonard & Barbara Zawistowski 

Robert & Pamela Zelenak 

David & Ellen Zimmerli 

Joseph Zimmerman 

Joyce Zurn 
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

C O R P O R A T E 

AMATECH 

American Tinning & Galvanizing 

Ashley & Kuzma Therapeutics 

Auto Express Superstore 

Becky Veith Travel 

Birkmire Trucking Company 

ECCA 

Econsteel Supply 

Erie Bank 

Erie Beer Company 

Erie Insurance 

Escape Game Erie 

First Amendment Tee Co. 

Fiske Associates, Inc 

Fralo Industries Inc 

GE Transportation 

Geiger & Sons 

Gene Davis Sales & Service 

The Great Lakes Towing Company 

Greenfield Basket Factory 

HBK Sorce Financial LLC 

Highmark 

Home Instead Senior Care 

Humes Chrysler 

Jeep Dodge Ram 

Insurance Management Company 

Knox, McLaughlin, Gornall, & Sennett 

Lake City Industries 

Lake Erie Logistics 

LCBA 

Living4memories 

Lovell Place 

Lyndal Enterprises, Inc. 

Brewerie 

Cumulus Media 

Edward & Deborah Tonkin 

Erie Beer Company 

Estate of Captain Ed Klett 

Grainger 

Grise Audio 

Larese Floral 

Little Ceasars 

Mazza Vineyards 

McCarty Printing 

Wegmans 

WJET24/Fox66/yourerie.com 

M Cafe 

MacDonald, Illig, Jones and Britton. LLP 

Marquette Savings Bank 

Mclaughlin Farm Studio 

Mercyhurst University 

Merrill Lynch 

Networking Technologies 

New Motors 

Northwest Savings Bank 

Old Hermitage House 

Penelec 

Penn State Erie, The Behrend College 

Pfeffer Insurance Agency 

Plymouth Tavern 

PNC Bank 

Pop Luck 

Preferred Systems, Inc. 

Pressed Bookstore 

Rick Griffith Properties 

Ridg-U-Rack 

Scott Enterprises 

Seaway Manufacturing CORP 

Sisinni Legal 

Small Business Alternatives 

Smuggler's Wharf 

Solenoid Solutions 

Sullivan Supply Co. 

Superior Toyota 

TDS 

Team Hardinger 

UPMC 

The Vargo Company 

F O U N D A T I O N 

Britton Family Foundation 

Chesler Family Foundation 

Cleveland Foundation 

Dwyer Family Fund 

Erie Community Foundation 

Erie Yact Club Foundation 

First Energy Foundation 

The Grainger Foundation 

Janet McDougle Alberts Giving Fund 

Larry and Gloria New Foundation 

M.J. Surgala Trust 

The Max and Gloria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc. 

Vorsheck Family Foundation Inc. 

Barber National Institute 

Circolo Nazionale Lodge No. 122 

SLOVAK NATIONAL CLUB 

Connecting Hands 

East Erie Moose Family Center #593 

Erie Arts and Culture 

Erie County Gaming Revenue Authority 

Erie Maennerchor Club 

Erie Yacht Club 

Fulton Athletic Club 

Ladies Auxilliary to VFW Post 470 

Siebenbuerger Club 

South Erie Turners 

VFW Post 470 

C L U B S  &   

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  

I N—K I N D 

M E M O R I A L I Z E D  
Richard Miller 

Robert Sindelar 
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 

Rebecca H. Forster 

Cpt. Thomas B. Hagen 

Gary and Rebecca Johnson 

Mary Lincoln 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert and Elizabeth Guelcher 

Chris Baldwin 

Chesler Family Foundation 

Hal and Mattie Fuller 

Jeanne Baker 

Janet McDougle Alberts Giving Fund 

Jim and Mary Ann Baldauf 

Peter and Patricia Callan 

Dave and Rose Foster/Greenfield Basket Factory 

Colonel and Mrs. James and Lisa Fournier 

Rick and Noreen Griffith/Rick Griffith Properties 

William and Martha Hilber 

Vinnie and Ann Halupczynski 

Dr. Jeffrey and Sara Kim 

Ben Konzel 

Michael Kubasik/Smuggler's Wharf 

Michael Martin 

Pierre and Kathryn McCormick 

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen and Lisa Pett 

Bruce Raimy 

Frank and Denise Robison-Mullen 

James and Kathy Scheider 

Robin Scheppner 

Dr. and Mrs. Joao and Delores Tavares 

Thomas and Mary Todd 

Edward and Deborah Tonkin 

Dr. and Mrs. Tom and Nicolette Walsh 

J. Howard and Carol Wright 

Joseph Zimmerman 

D O B B I N S   S O C I E T Y  M E M B E R S 
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 
SUPPORT & REVENUE 

 

Sailing School Fees:     $367,125    

Contributions and Membership:    $130,554 

Museum Admissions and Store Sales:   $171,658 

Grants:       $401,833 

Fundraising Events:     $165,075 

Investment Income (loss):    ($32,863) 

Port Fees:       $146,292 

Summer Camp:      $19,966 

Contributed Materials & Services:   $900 

Other:       $33,742 

Educational Programs:     $6,973 

 

TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE   $1,411,255 

 

EXPENSES 
 

Program Services 

 

Education & Museum    $31,293 

Museum Store     $125,789 

Sailing Program     $1,307,456 

 

Support Services 

 

Management & General     $409,467 

Fundraising       $188,431 

 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES     $2,062,436 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS     ($651,181) 

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR     $404,423 
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A CLOSING WORD FROM  

CAPTAIN CUSSON 
With the 2019 sailing season beginning soon, we look ahead to what will be an exciting sum-

mer for the Flagship Niagara League. As the U.S. Brig Niagara begins her 28th sailing season I am 
honored to serve as captain and work with such passionate staff, volunteers, and crew to be worthy 
of the challenge of sailing our iconic ship. This winter, the maintenance crew and volunteers worked 
hard to get the ship ready for up rig and the sailing season. 

 
So far this year Niagara ship volunteers have contributed nearly 5,000 volunteer hours that 

will ensure Niagara is ready to sail this summer. Niagara’s Winter Sail Training Program, which of-
fers free seamanship classes to the public, is going strong with good retention and averaging over 
thirty students each class. Many of those students have become ship volunteers. The final Winter Sail 
Training Class will be Niagara’s Shake Down Sail on May 4, 2019. 

 
This season Niagara will sail on all five Great Lakes and visit 8 Tall Ship Festival Ports as part 

of Tall Ships America’s Great Lakes Challenge. As part of Tall Ships America Challenge Series, Niag-
ara will be part of a fleet of over a dozen ships participating in festivals from Toronto to Duluth and 
back for our own festival, Tall Ships Erie, in late August 2019. 
     
 During our sailing season as we visit all the Great Lakes and Tall Ship Festivals, Niagara and 
her crew will continue to focus on one of her foundational missions, Sail Training. People are Niag-
ara’s cargo and our goal is to have a positive impact on all those who sail onboard. We strive to offer 
meaningful experiences and to foster growth in individuals through the platform of a 19th century 
sailing ship. The seasonal crew are dedicated professional mariners and sail trainers who are tasked 
with not only sailing the ship, but investing in each trainee who comes onboard. This is our collective 
goal and we have a great crew that will meet this challenge. 

 
I am grateful for the support and hard work of all our staff, crew, volunteers and community 

partners who keep the commonwealth’s Flagship sailing and our important programs changing lives. 
I want to thank all those who continue to invest themselves in keeping our ships sailing and pro-
grams thriving. Let’s go sailing! 

 
 
 

Christopher Cusson 
Captain, U.S. Brig Niagara 
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